Date
Event
1/22/2010 Governor Mitt Romney wins New Hampshire Straw Poll.
10/1/2010 Rahm Emanuel announces that he will resign as White House Chief of Staff.
2010 midterm election -- Republicans pick up 63 House seats, 6 Senate seats,
11/2/2010 and 6 governors.
New Jersey Governor Christie says nothing "short of suicide" will stop questions
11/4/2010 about him running.
Governor Sarah Palin confirms she is talking to her family about running for
11/17/2010 president.
Robert Gibbs announces he will step down as White House Press Secretary the
1/5/2011 following month to become an outside advisor to the Administration.
1/12/2011 Herman Cain forms exploratory committee.
1/28/2011 Rep. Mike Pence announces he won't run for president.
David Axelrod leaves his post as White House Senior Adviser in order to focus
1/28/2011 on running the reelection strategy.
2/3/2011 Rep. Paul Ryan announces Republican budget with $35B in cuts.
2/10/2011 Donald Trump attends CPAC.
2/12/2011 Congressman Ron Paul wins CPAC Straw Poll.
2/22/2011 South Dakota Senator Thune declines to run.
U.S. Justice Department announces it won't enforce the Defense of Marriage
2/24/2011 Act.
3/3/2011 Congressman Newt Gingrich forms informal exploratory committee.
3/3/2011 Buddy Roemer forms exploratory committee.
3/21/2011 Tim Pawlenty announces exploratory committee.
Congresswoman Michelle Bachmann expected to form a presidential
3/24/2011 exploratory committee.
Obama delivers foreign policy address responding to critics on Libya
3/28/2011 intervention.
4/4/2011 Obama files papers with FEC and announces reelection campaign.
4/5/2011 Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz named new DNC chairwoman.
4/5/2011 Republicans hold Wisconsin Supreme Court seat in high-profile election.
House passes GOP short-term government funding extension; Obama pledges
4/7/2011 veto.
Deal to avoid government shutdown reached, one-week extension passes both
4/8/2011 houses.
4/11/2011 Romney announces exploratory committee.
4/13/2011 Rick Santorum forms exploratory committee.
4/13/2011 Obama lays out his plan to cut the national debt by $4T over 12 years.
4/14/2011 Haley Barbour goes to New Hampshire for the first time.
4/21/2011 Gary Johnson announces he will run for president.
4/25/2011 Haley Barbour announces he won't run for president.
4/26/2011 Congressman Ron Paul forms exploratory committee.
4/27/2011 White House releases President Obama's long-form birth certificate.
5/1/2011 Obama announces that Osama bin Laden has been killed.
5/3/2011 Governor Jon Huntsman forms H Pac as precursor to presidential run.
5/5/2011 Republican primary debate in Greenville, S.C. (Fox).
5/9/2011 Gingrich announces presidential run via Facebook and Twitter.
5/11/2011 Gingrich officially announces presidential run on Fox News.
Romney gives speech on health care, saying solutions should be tried at state
5/12/2011 level.
5/13/2011 Ron Paul officially announces presidential run on Good Morning America.
5/14/2011 Mike Huckabee announces he won't run for president.

Date
Event
5/16/2011 Romney announces $10.25M raised in connection with Vegas event.
Donald Trump announces he won't seek the Republican nomination for
5/16/2011 president.
5/17/2011 Gingrich reported to have line of credit at Tiffany's of up to $500K.
5/19/2011 Palin says she has "fire in my belly" to run for president.
5/21/2011 Cain officially announces for president.
5/22/2011 Pawlenty announces for president in a web video.
5/22/2011 Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels announces he won't run for president.
5/22/2011 Gingrich explains Tiffany's line of credit, saying he's not in debt.
5/23/2011 Pawlenty announces for president in Iowa.
5/24/2011 Governor Rick Perry says he is thinking about running.
Democrat Kathy Hochul wins special election in conservative upstate NY
5/24/2011 district.
5/29/2011 Palin launches nationwide bus tour at "Rolling Thunder".
5/31/2011 Christie criticized for taking helicopter to son's baseball game.
5/31/2011 Palin dines with Donald Trump in New York City.
6/2/2011 Romney officially announces candidacy.
6/6/2011 Santorum officially announces candidacy.
6/9/2011 Gingrich campaign's senior staff members quit.
6/9/2011 Romney announces he will skip Iowa's Ames Straw Poll.
6/10/2011 Palin's e-mails from her time as governor are released.
6/13/2011 Republican primary debate in Manchester, N.H. (CNN/Union Leader/WMUR)
6/13/2011 Bachmann announces she will run at CNN New Hampshire debate.
Pawlenty acknowledges mistake in not attacking Romney on health care at
6/16/2011 debate.
6/16/2011 Romney jokes that he is "also unemployed."
6/16/2011 Republican Leadership Conference beings in New Orleans.
White House communications director Dan Pfeiffer gets a chilly reception at
6/17/2011 Netroots Nation.
6/18/2011 Perry speaks at Republican Leadership Conference.
6/18/2011 Paul wins Republican Leadership Conference Straw Poll.
6/21/2011 Huntsman officially announces his candidacy.
Huntsman rollout is criticized as campaign misspells candidate's name on press
6/21/2011 passes and stage set up poorly.
6/21/2011 Gingrich discovered to have second line of credit at Tiffany's of up to $1M.
6/21/2011 Huntsman campaign manager Susie Wiles resigns.
6/21/2011 Gingrich campaign staff departures continue with two top fundraisers leaving.
Obama gives speech on Afghanistan, announcing 33K troops to come home by
6/22/2011 end of 2012.
Three former Romney advisers launch super PAC to support his presidential
6/23/2011 bid.
6/24/2011 Crossroads announces $20M summer ad campaign.
6/24/2011 New York becomes biggest state to pass gay marriage bill.
First Des Moines Register poll: Romney 23, Bachmann 22, Cain 10, Gingrich 7,
6/25/2011 Paul 7, Pawlenty 6, Santorum 4, Huntsman 2.
Palin announces she will attend the Iowa premiere of "The Undefeated," a
6/25/2011 feature film about her.
6/26/2011 Chris Wallace asks Michelle Bachmann in an interview if she is a "flake".
Bachmann officially announces her candidacy in her birthplace of Waterloo,
6/27/2011 Iowa - incorrectly claiming it was the birthplace of John Wayne.
6/27/2011 Former Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich found guilty on 17 corruption counts.

Date
6/29/2011
6/29/2011
6/30/2011
7/1/2011
7/5/2011
7/6/2011
7/6/2011
7/6/2011
7/10/2011
7/10/2011
7/12/2011
7/13/2011
7/14/2011
7/14/2011

7/15/2011
7/20/2011
7/21/2011
7/22/2011
7/23/2011
7/29/2011
7/31/2011
8/5/2011
8/6/2011
8/7/2011
8/9/2011
8/10/2011
8/10/2011
8/11/2011
8/11/2011
8/11/2011
8/13/2011
8/13/2011
8/14/2011
8/16/2011
8/17/2011
8/17/2011
8/18/2011
8/18/2011
8/19/2011
8/21/2011

Event
Obama holds a press conference on the debt limit debate.
Priorities USA, Obama's Super PAC, airs Medicare ads.
White House announces a Twitter town hall.
Minnesota government shuts down over budget stalemate; Pawlenty seeks to
take advantage.
Pro-Romney Super PAC says it raised $12M in its first fundraising quarter.
Pawlenty adviser Vin Weber apologizes for saying Bachmann had "sex appeal."
Romney announces $18.25M raised in 2Q.
Gingrich announces $2 million raised in 2Q, with more debt than cash on hand.
Republican primary debate in Las Vegas, Nev. (Daily Caller/ATR)
Palin featured in Newsweek cover story.
Ron Paul says he won't run for reelection to House seat.
Obama team announces $86M raised -- $47M for OFA, $38M for DNC through
joint committee.
John McCain compares Bachmann to "Senator Obama."
Palin PAC announces $1.6M raised in first half of 2011.
2Q reports filed -- Obama $47M ($38M OFA), Romney $18.25M, Pawlenty $4.5
M, Paul $4.5M, Bachmann $4.2M, Huntsman $4.1M, Cain $2.5M, Gingrich $2.1
M, Palin PAC $1.6M, Santorum $582K.
Bachmann releases letter from Congressional physician that says her migraines
are not a problem.
Roemer officially announces his candidacy.
Obama announces he has been left "at the altar" by Boehner on debt limit deal.
Ames Straw Poll ballot set; Perry and Palin aren't on ballot, but write-in option
available.
Top four Democratic Super PACs announce $10M raised in first 6 months of
2011.
Obama announces deal reached on debt limit.
U.S. credits rating downgraded by S&P from AAA to AA+.
Perry holds "The Response: A Day of Prayer" in Houston.
Bachmann featured in unflattering photo on cover of Newsweek, titled "Queen
of Rage."
Democrats take two seats from Republicans in $40 million Wisconsin state
Senate recall campaign, fail to reclaim majority.
Palin announces she will attend Iowa State Fair.
Huffington Post investigation documents how Bachmann sought stimlulus funds.
Republican primary debate in Ames, Iowa. (Fox)
Perry aide confirms he will run.
Romney at the Iowa State Fair says that "corporations are people."
Ames Straw Poll -- Bachmann 4823, Paul 4671, Pawlenty 2293, Santorum
1657, Cain 1456, Perry 718, Romney 567, Gingrich 385, Huntsman 69.
Perry officially announces his candidacy.
Pawlenty drops out on ABC's This Week, citing Ames Straw Poll finish.
Bachmann says it's Elvis's birthday on the anniversary of his death.
Bachmann Super PAC formed.
Christie dismisses report that he conducted focus groups for a presidential run.
Huntsman announces he believes in global warming and evolution.
Obama leaves for a 10-day Martha's Vineyard vacation amidst Republican
criticism for leaving D.C.
Palin releases Iowa-themed video.
Karl Rove says he thinks Palin will run for president.

Date
Event
8/22/2011 Paul Ryan announces he won't run for president.
8/23/2011 Palin suggests she won't announce whether she is running until September 3rd.
Romney announces he will skip Sen. Jim DeMint's South Carolina candidates'
8/24/2011 forum.
Romney aide Eric Fehrnstrom admits to authoring fake Twitter account related
8/24/2011 to Massachusetts U.S. Senate race.
8/26/2011 Governor George Pataki announces he won't run for president.
Hurricane Irene hits North Carolina, Virginia, DC, Maryland and Delaware;
8/27/2011 Obama cuts vacation short.
8/30/2011 Romney announces he will attend Tea Party Express rally and DeMint forum.
9/3/2011 Palin addresses Iowa tea party rally.
9/7/2011 Republican primary debate in Simi Valley, Calif. (Reagan Library/NBC/Politico)
9/12/2011 Republican primary debate in Tampa, Fla. (CNN/Tea Party Express)
9/14/2011 Perry speaks at Liberty University.
9/22/2011 Republican primary debate in Orlando, Fla. (Fox)
9/24/2011 Cain wins Florida Republican Party Straw Poll in Orlando.
10/4/2011 Christie announces he will not run for president.
10/5/2011 Palin announces she will not run for president.
10/11/2011 Republican primary debate in Hanover, N.H. (Washington Post/Bloomberg)
Republican primary debate in Las Vegas, Nevada. (CNN/Western States
10/18/2011 Leadership Conference)
10/20/2011 Gaddafi is captured and killed.
10/24/2011 Cain ad featuring his campaign manager leads to fundraising boon.
11/1/2011 Republican candidates' forum in Pella, Iowa.
Four women accuse Herman Cain of sexual harassment during his days as
11/1/2011 head of National Restaurant Association.
11/9/2011 Perry forgets the third federal agency he would eliminate.
11/21/2011 Deficit reduction "supercommittee" announces that it is close to failure.
Romney admits that as a rebellious teen he once tasted beer and smoked a
11/21/2011 cigarette.
Gingrich advocates a "humane" immigration policy in which we only deport
11/22/2011 those who are new and unrooted in America.
11/27/2011 New Hampshire's Manchester Union Leader endorses Gingrich in the primary.
A woman comes out and claims to have had a 13 year long affair with Herman
11/28/2011 Cain; Cain campaign denies allegation.
11/29/2011 Cain tells top aides he is "reassessing" his campaign.
Perry accepts the endorsement of controversial Arizona sheriff Joe Arpaio in
11/29/2011 Amherst, NH.
11/29/2011 Perry encourages those citizens "that will be 21 by Nov. 12" to support him.
11/30/2011 New Hampshire State Senate President Peter Bragdon endorses Romney.
After Britain withdrew its diplomats to Iran as a result of Iranian dissidents
storming its Tehran embassy, Bachmann announces that if elected she would
12/1/2011 close our embassy in Iran. The US has no embassy in Iran.
12/3/2011 Cain suspends his presidential campaign.
12/6/2011 Romney declines invitation to Trump-moderated debate.
12/7/2011 Former Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich is sentenced to 14 years in prison.
Gingrich announces that, if elected, he will name John Bolton as his Secretary
12/7/2011 of State.
12/10/2011 Republican primary debate in Iowa. (ABC)

Date

12/10/2011
12/10/2011
12/13/2011
12/17/2011

12/27/2011
12/28/2011
12/31/2011
1/3/2012

1/4/2012
1/4/2012
1/7/2012
1/9/2012
1/10/2012
1/12/2012
1/15/2012
1/16/2012
1/17/2012

1/17/2012

1/17/2012
1/17/2012
1/18/2012
1/18/2012
1/19/2012
1/19/2012

Event
During a heated exchange with Perry during a Republican debate, Romney
attempts to bet $10,000 that he didn't support an individual health care
mandate.
Gingrich refers to Palestinians as an "invented people."
Because he is unwilling to rule out the possibility of running as an Independent,
Donald Trump withdraws plans to moderate a GOP debate.
Des Moines Register endorses Romney in the primary.
The Virginia GOP announces that only Romney and Paul had collected the
required 10,000 signatures to get on the state's primary ballot. Gingrich accuses
fraud and compares the announcement to Pearl Harbor, while Romney asserts
it is more akin to Lucille Ball at the chocolate factory.
Iowa State Senator and Bachmann Iowa Chairman Kent Sorenson switches his
support to Ron Paul.
Gingrich, Santorum, Bachmann, Huntsman join Perry's lawsuit to be included on
the Virginia ballot.
Romney declared winner of the Iowa caucus, beating Santorum by eight votes.
Paul: 21%; Gingrich: 13%; Perry: 10%; Bachmann: 5%.
After initially announcing he would semi-suspend his campaign to reevaluate
after his fifth-place Iowa finish, Perry tweets "And the next leg of the marathon is
the Palmetto State...Here we come South Carolina!!!" along with a picture of a
thumbs-up candidate.
Bachmann announces she will drop out of the race.
The five remaining candidates square off in back-to-back debates Saturday
night and Sunday morning in New Hampshire.
WH Chief of Staff William Daley announces he will resign from his post, to be
replaced by OMB director Jack Lew.
Romney wins the New Hampshire primary with 39.3%. Paul: 22.9%, Huntsman:
16.9%, Gingrich: 9.4%, Santorum: 9.4%
Republican primary debate in Des Moines, Iowa. (Des Moines
Register/PBS/YouTube)
Huntsman drops out of the race, endorsing Romney.
First of two Republican SC debates, held in Myrtle Beach.
More than a million signatures are filed to force a recall election of Wisconsin
Gov. Scott Walker.
A federal appeals court in Virginia rules against the candidates (Perry,
Santorum, Newt and, irrelevantly, Huntsman) who failed to acquire enough
signatures to get on the state's primary ballot.
After being pushed regarding if/when he would release his tax returns, Romney
announces that he pays around the low tax rate of 15%, largely as a result of
his capital gains income. He also states that he will likely release the documents
in April -- after the primary season.
Palin announces that if she could vote in the South Carolina primary, she would
vote for Gingrich.
The Obama administration formally rejects the Keystone XL pipeline project.
President Obama releases his first ad of the campaign cycle in six states on his
record on energy.
Republican primary debate in Charleston, S.C. (CNN/Republicans Leadership
Conference)
Perry, stating that he sees no viable path to the nomination, ends his campaign
and endorses Gingrich.

Date

1/19/2012

1/19/2012
1/19/2012
1/19/2012

1/19/2012
1/21/2012
1/23/2012
1/23/2012
1/24/2012
1/24/2012
1/25/2012
1/25/2012
1/25/2012
1/26/2012

1/27/2012
1/28/2012
1/30/2012
1/31/2012

1/31/2012
2/2/2012
2/4/2012
2/7/2012
2/7/2012
2/7/2012
2/11/2012
2/11/2012

Event
A Nightline interview with Gingrich's second wife Marianne is released, along
with her allegations that he had pursued an "open marriage" while they were
together.
CNN Republican primary debate. Moderator John King's first question is about
the open marriage that Gingrich allegedly requested from his second wife.
Gingrich response: “I am appalled that you would begin a presidential debate on
a topic like this. The story is false. Every personal friend that I had at that point
knows that the story was false. To take an ex-wife and make it two days before
the primary a significant question in a presidential campaign is as close to
despicable as anything I can imagine."
ABC News announces that Romney has up to $30 million of money invested in
Bain Capital funds located in Cayman Island accounts.
A recount of the Iowa caucus reveals that Rick Santorum beat Mitt Romney by
34 votes.
Republican primary debate in South Carolina. Gingrich announces in the
opening moments of the debate that he released his 2010 tax returns to the
public.
Gingrich wins South Carolina primary with 40.4%. Romney: 27.9%, Santorum:
17.0%, Paul: 13.0%, Cain: 1.0%.
Republican primary debate in Florida.
Ron Paul's Endorse Liberty Super PAC announces it will spend $1.4 million on
radio and TV advertising in Florida.
Romney releases his last two years of tax returns.
The Romney campaign announces a reward of $1.6 million to anyone who can
release Gingrich's Freddie Mac contract.
President Obama gives his State of the Union address. Indiana Governor Mitch
Daniels delivers the rebuttal.
Gingrich denies any hypocrisy in his infidelities occurring at the same time as
the Clinton impeachment process.
Gingrich elaborates on his plan to establish an American colony on the moon,
which could apply for statehood after reaching 13,000 members.
Second Florida Republican primary debate held in Jacksonville.
Mike Huckabee objects to a Gingrich ad targeting Romney that quotes him as
saying “If a man’s dishonest to get a job, he’ll be dishonest on the job," saying
the quote was taken out of context.
Cain endorses Gingrich at a rally in West Palm Beach, FL
Republican primary debate in Sioux City, Iowa. (Fox)
Romney wins the Florida primary with 46% of the vote, acquiring the state's 50
delegates in the winner take all contest.
Fourth quarter fundraising numbers released: Obama raised $40M (plus $20M
for DNC), Romney $24.3M, Paul $13.3M, Gingrich $9.8M, Perry $2.9M,
Santorum $920K.
Donald Trump endorses Romney for president.
Romney wins Nevada caucuses with 50%.
Santorum wins the three primaries in Minnesota, Missouri and Colorado.
A Ninth Circuit court rules that California's Prop. 8, which banned gay marriage,
was unconstitutional.
The Obama administration announces a new rule mandating that all faith-based
employers provide free contraception coverage.
Romney announced winner of Maine caucuses.
Romney wins the CPAC straw poll with 38% of the vote.

Date
2/13/2012
2/13/2012
2/15/2012

2/16/2012
2/17/2012
2/17/2012
2/22/2012
2/22/2012

2/26/2012
2/28/2012
3/1/2012
3/1/2012
3/3/2012
3/3/2012
3/5/2012

3/6/2012
3/7/2012
3/10/2012
3/13/2012
3/18/2012
3/20/2012

3/23/2012
3/23/2012
3/24/2012

3/28/2012
3/29/2012
4/3/2012
4/10/2012

Event
The National Review calls on Gingrich to drop out of the race in favor of Rick
Santorum.
Obama releases a new budget which increases taxes on the wealthiest
Americans in favor of infrastructure investment.
Michigan Governor Rick Snyder endorses Romney.
During a congressional hearing on contraception and religious freedom, Rep.
Darrell Issa bans a female Georgetown Law student named Sandra Fluke from
testifying.
Obama announces raising $29.1 million in January.
Casino magnate Sheldon Adelson donates an additional $10 million to
Gingrich's Super PAC.
Republican primary debate in Mesa, Arizona.
Obama offers to cut the top corporate tax rate from 35% to 28%.
Romney attends the Daytona 500 and, when asked how closely he follows the
sport, says he doesn't follow it super closely but has friends who are team
owners.
Romney wins Michigan and Arizona primaries.
The Senate defeated the Blunt Amendment, which would have allowed
employers to refuse to provide coverage for contraception.
Rush Limbaugh calls Sandra Fluke, the law student who tried to testify in favor
of insurance-provided birth control, a "slut."
Romney wins the Washington State caucuses.
President Obama calls Sandra Fluke to offer moral support.
Republican primary debate in South Carolina. (Fox)
Super Tuesday: Romney wins Ohio, Virginia, Vermont, Massachusetts, Idaho,
Alaska; Santorum wins Tennessee, Oklahoma, North Dakota; Gingrich wins
Georgia.
Romney campaign announces that it raised $11.5M during the month of
February.
Santorum wins the Kansas caucus.
Santorum wins the Mississippi and Alabama primaries; Romney wins Hawaii
caucus.
Romney wins Puerto Rico.
Romney wins the Illinois primary.
President Obama made comments about the killing of Trayvon Martin: "When I
think about this boy, I think about my own kids. And I think every parent in
America should be able to understand why it is absolutely imperative that we
investigate every aspect of this. And that everybody pull together. But my main
message is to the parents of Trayvon Martin. You know, if I had a son, he'd look
like Trayvon."
Gingrich asserts that Obama's comments on the Trayvon Martin case are
"disgraceful" due to his perceived racial bias in the remarks.
Santorum wins the Louisiana primary.
Gingrich announces a large scale-down of his day-to-day campaigning schedule
and says he will lay off a third of his staff, instead orienting toward a "big-choice
convention" strategy.
The House approves the Ryan budget on a 235-193 vote that fell along party
lines.
Romney wins Maryland, DC, and Wisconsin primaries.
Rick Santorum drops out of the presidential race, making the announcement
that he is suspending his campaign in Gettysburg, PA.

Date

4/13/2012
4/24/2012
5/1/2012
5/2/2012
5/5/2012
5/7/2012
5/8/2012

5/9/2012

5/14/2012
5/15/2012
5/30/2012
6/6/2012
6/7/2012

6/8/2012
6/17/2012

6/25/2012
6/28/2012

7/8/2012
7/9/2012
7/11/2012

7/11/2012

7/13/2012

Event
Democratic operative Hilary Rosen sparks a controversy when she suggests
that Ann Romney is not a valid spokesperson for women because she "never
worked a day in her life."
Romney wins Connecticut, Delaware, New York, Pennsylvania, and Rhode
Island primaries.
Gingrich releases a video on his website "thanking his supporters," setting the
stage for a campaign suspension.
Gingrich announces in Arlington, Virginia that he is suspending his campaign.
Vice President Biden states on Meet The Press that he is "absolutely
comfortable" with the idea of gay marriage.
Santorum endorses Romney in the 13th paragraph of a late night campaign
email, after meeting with Romney in Pittsburgh a few days before.
Romney wins the Indiana, North Carolina, and West Virginia primaries.
President Obama announces that his views on gay marriage have evolved to
the point that he "just concluded that for me personally it is important for me to
go ahead and affirm that I think same sex couples should be able to get
married."
Paul announces that he will not be spending any more resources in states that
have not yet voted, but he will retain his delegates and keep trying to amass
more.
Romney wins Nebraska and Oregon primaries.
By winning the Texas primary, Romney has secured the 1,144 delegates
necessary to win the party's nomination on the first ballot.
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker defeats a recall initiative to stay in office.
Romney outraised Obama in the month of May, the first time this has happened
- Romney acquired $76.8 million to Obama's $60 million.
President Obama, while speaking on the state of the economy in a press
conference, said that "the private sector is doing fine" and that the real problem
lied within state and local government.
Obama administration announces that it will stop the deportation of illegal
immigrants brought to the country as children.
The Supreme Court strikes down much of Arizona immigration law SB 1070 and
reaffirms its Citizens United decision by striking down an old Montana law that
limits campaign contributions.
The Supreme Court issues a ruling on Obamacare, allowing the individual
mandate to stand under Congress' constitutional taxation power.
Obama deputy campaign manager Stephanie Cutter says that since Romney
claims to have left Bain in 1999 but was still in charge on SEC papers until
2002, Romney either lied to the SEC or to the American people.
President Obama announced that he will seek to extend Bush tax cuts only for
those making less than $250,000.
Marco Rubio slams Obama for his comments that Venezuela dictator Hugo
Chavez does not pose a serious threat to national security.
American Crossroads releases a new ad campaign trying to reframe the "War
on Women" as one waged by Obama through the lack of relative increases in
economic recovery among women.
Romney defends his Bain tenure narrative in a CNN interview: "I was the owner
of the entity that was filing this information, but I had no role whatsoever in the
management of Bain Capital after 1999. I left in February of 1999. There's
nothing wrong with being associated with Bain Capital, of course."

Date

7/19/2012
7/30/2012

8/1/2012
8/1/2012

8/2/2012
8/5/2012
8/11/2012
8/13/2012

8/14/2012
8/19/2012
8/24/2012
8/27/2012
8/28/2012
8/29/2012
8/29/2012
8/30/2012
8/30/2012
9/3/2012
9/4/2012

9/5/2012
9/5/2012
9/5/2012
9/6/2012
9/12/2012

Event
A gunman killed 12 and injured dozens more at a midnight screening of The
Dark Knight Rises in Aurora, Colorado. Obama travels the next morning to
Aurora and both campaigns suspend their TV advertising in the state.
The DNC announces that it will include gay marriage as a plank in the official
party platform for the first time.
Romney returns from a three-country foreign trip. In London, Romney
questioned the city's readiness to host the Olympics right on the eve of the
opening ceremonies; in Israel, he suggested that cultural differences could
explain the economic disparity between the Israelis and Palestinians and stated
that as President he would relocate the US embassy to Jerusalem should Israel
ask; in Poland, an aide told reporters to "kiss his ass" for asking questions
during a visit.
Sen. Reid and Speaker Boehner agree to a six-month extension on government
funding, postponing any action to after the election.
Sen. Reid asserts in an interview that he had a credible source who claimed
that Romney didn't pay any taxes for a full 10 years. RNC Chair Reince Priebus
lashed back calling Reid a "dirty liar."
Romney raised $101.3 million in the month of July.
Rep Paul Ryan is announced as Romney's Vice Presidential candidate, at a
campaign event in Norfolk, VA.
Paul Ryan announces that he will release only two years of tax returns.
VP Biden tells a largely black audience in southern Virginia that as a result of
Romney/Ryan's rederegulation of the financial industry, "They're going to put
y'all back in chains." The Romney campaign accused Obama of running a
"campaign of hate." Biden later clarified that he meant to say "unshackled"
rather than "unchained."
GOP nominee for Missouri Senate seat Rep. Todd Akin says in an interview
that in the event of a "legitimate rape," a woman rarely got impregnated.
Hurricane Isaac threatens Tampa in advance of the RNC convention, leading
organizers to cancel the first day of programming.
Republican National Convention begins in Tampa, Florida.
Ann Romney speaks at the convention.
Supporters of Rep. Ron Paul walk out of the convention floor after the former
candidate was denied a speaking slot when he refused to endorse Romney.
VP nominee Paul Ryan speaks at the convention.
Romney delivers his acceptance speech at the convention.
Clint Eastwood delivers a speech at the RNC in which he conducts a one-sided
argument with a chair that presumably held an invisible Obama.
Democratic National Convention begins in Charlotte, N.C.
San Antonio Mayor Julian Castro gives the keynote address at the convention.
First Lady Michelle Obama speaks.
The Obama campaign moves the President's acceptance speech from the Bank
of America stadium into the Time Warner Cable arena, citing weather concerns.
Critics allege that the downsizing showed shrinking enthusiasm for Obama.
Following criticism, DNC platform is changed to include God and affirm
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.
President Bill Clinton speaks at the convention.
Obama delivers his acceptance speech at the DNC.
The US ambassador to Libya, Christopher Stevens, is murdered in an attack on
the embassy in Benghazi.

Date
9/15/2012

9/17/2012

9/18/2012
9/19/2012
9/21/2012

9/27/2012
10/2/2012
10/3/2012
10/6/2012
10/11/2012
10/17/2012
10/23/2012

10/23/2012
10/28/2012

11/1/2012
11/2/2012
11/6/2012

Event
A judge in Wisconsin strikes down Gov. Scott Walker's law that bans collective
bargaining rights.
Chief Romney strategist Stuart Stevens announces that the campaign will take
a strategic pivot, reframing the campaign as "status quo vs. change" as
opposed to merely a referendum on the Obama years.
A video emerges of Romney speaking at a private fundraiser for large donors in
which he declares 47% of Americans to be dependent on public support and
therefore unwilling to vote for him.
A video is leaked of President Obama’s comments made in 1998 about the
"redistribution" of wealth in America.
Romney's campaign releases his 2011 tax returns.
George Soros agrees to contribute $1 million to Priorities USA Action, Obama
Super PAC. Priorities reported $10.1 million in August fundraising, surpassing
for the first time Romney's Restore Our Future.
American Crossroads releases a $16 million one-week ad buy in Senate and
presidential contests in CO, FL, IA, NC, NH, NV, OH, and VA.
First presidential debate, in Denver, CO, moderated by Jim Lehrer.
Obama campaign raises $181 million in September.
Vice Presidential Debate, moderated by Martha Raddatz.
Second presidential debate - town-hall format moderated by Candy Crowley.
Third and final presidential debate, on foreign policy, moderated by Bob
Schieffer.
Indiana Senate candidate Richard Mourdock, when asked about abortion in the
case of rape or incest, said: "I think even when life begins in that horrible
situation of rape, that's something God intended to happen."
Hurricane Sandy hits the Eastern Seaboard.
NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg endorses Obama on the basis of his position on
global climate change, on which he blames the hurricane that flooded much of
his city.
Report released that economy added 171,000 jobs in October, exceeding
predictions of 125,000, despite the unemployment rate increasing to 7.9%
President Obama wins re-election.

