EEE] HARVARD Kennedy School

= INSTITUTE OF POLITICS

Survey of Young Americans’ Attitudes toward Politics and Public Service
52" Edition: March 26 — April 3, 2026
N=2,018 18- to- 29-Year-Olds in English and Spanish
Margin of Error: +/-2.74% at the 95% Level

1. With regard to school, are you currently enrolled at any of the following? Please select all that

apply.

High SChoOl.....cooviieiiecee e 8%
Trade/Vocational school ..........ccccocenineiiniiiniee, 2%
2-year or junior college or community college............ 6%
4-year college/university........ccoceevveeeneesieeneenieneeee. 20%
Graduate School ........coccceiiiiiiniiiiec 4%
Business or professional school.............cccccvvevveriienenns 1%
Not enrolled in a college/university,

but taking at least one course..........covevveerereeerveennennns 2%
Not currently enrolled in any of these............ccc.c...... 58%

[IF RESPONDENT IS CURRENTLY ENROLLED IN A 4-YEAR COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY,
ASK Q2]

2. In which year of college are you? (n=342)
First year student/Freshman...........ccccooceveevininnennne. 27%
Second year student/Sophomore..........c..ccccvvereennne. 23%
Third year student/Junior ...........ccoceevieneeneenienennen. 23%
Fourth year student/Senior............ccceevvevivereeneenenenenn. 20%
Fifth year student or higher..........ccccoceevenninnnnne. 6%
RefuSed ...veeeiiiiiee e 2%
3. We understand that plenty of young people are not registered to vote, but we are wondering if you

are registered to vote?

Y S i 67%
N Ottt 25%
Don’t KNOW .o 7%
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[IF RESPONDENT WAS OVER 18 ON NOVEMBER 5, 2024, ASK Q4 — Q6]
The following are questions about voter registration and voting...

4, Which of the following statements best describes your voter registration status for the last
presidential election held on November 5th, 2024? (n=1,842)

I was registered .......ccovvvvieeriieriie e 63%

I thought about registering, but didn’t ..........ccccceeueeee. 5%

I tried to register, but was unable to..........ccccceeveeenne. 1%

I was not registered to vote on November 5, 2024 ....19%
NOE SUTE ...ttt s 10%
RefUSEd ..eveeeieeceeee e 1%

5. [SPLIT SAMPLE A] Which of the following statements best describes your voting in the last

presidential election held on November 5th, 2024? (n=925)
I voted at a polling place.........ccceeeevvevivencieeiieeieens 23%

I voted €arly .....c.cccvveevieviiiiiecie et 9%

I voted by mail / absentee ballot ...........cccceceerereenene 17%

I planned on voting but wasn’t able to.........c..cccceeuee. 5%

I did not vote in this election..........c.cccceveevenieeennene 43%

I went to the polling place but

wasn’t allowed t0 VOIE .......ccuerveeieneneeniinieicneneeee 1%
Refused .....cocveniinieiiieiiicecc e 2%

6. [SPLIT SAMPLE B] In November 2024, Donald Trump ran on the Republican ticket against
Kamala Harris, for the Democrats. Do you remember for sure whether or not you voted in that
election for president? (n=917)

Yes, I definitely voted.........ccoecveeeviienciiecciie e 53%
I’'m not 100% certain if I voted..........c.cceeeeienrncnnne. 3%
I definitely did not Vote.........cceecevevieciveciieieieeeee, 43%
Refused .....ooeiiiieeeee e 1%
7. When it comes to voting, with which party do you consider yourself to be affiliated?
Net: Democrat 28%
Strong Democrat .........ccceeevveeeieeeciieerieeeee e 16%
Not a strong Democrat.........cccccoceeeeiiivieneencnnennnenn 12%
Net: Republican 25%
Strong Republican...........ccoecveviieniienienieriecieeieeiens 12%
Not a strong Republican...........ccccevevvieneniencnenncnnene 13%
Net: Independent/Unaffiliated 44%
Lean Democrat........cceevieiiiiiinieeiiiieieecieeeeeeeeee 15%
Lean Republican ........c.ccooceeiiiiiiiiiiniinieiiieiecceeee 7%
Do not lean towards either party...........cccoevvevvererennen. 22%

Refused ....oooovviiiiiiii 3%
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8. When it comes to most political issues, do you think of yourself as a...?
Liberal.....c.cooieiiiiiieeeecee e 27%
Moderate leaning liberal ............coccoeniiniiniiiiiiieens 9%
MOAEIALE ...t 29%
Moderate leaning conservative ..........cceecvereveeereerreerenns 7%
CONSETVALIVE ....eeveieeeieeiieeie ettt siee et eee e eeee e 24%
RefuSed ...eooeiiiiiiii e 4%
9. How likely is it that you will vote in the 2026 elections for Congress?
Definitely will be voting ..........ccceeeveeevveriieriereerneenn. 35%
Probably will be VOtINg........ccccevererienineniinieeene 16%
5050 1ttt 19%
Probably won’t be voting........c.ccceceeeviiiiineeneeneenee. 15%
Definitely won’t be vOting........cccecveevveereereereerneenn. 13%
RefUSEd ..eveeeieieeeeee e 2%

[IF RESPONDENT VOTED IN 2024, ASK Q10]

10. For whom did you vote for president in 2024? (n=1,078)

Kamala Harris ........oooveeiiiieiiicciie e 53%
Donald Trump.......coeoeeieenienienieee e 38%
SOMEONE €IS ...cuvvieiiiiiiiieiieieec e 4%
Don’t remember.........ccocvvieiiiieeiiieieecee e 1%
Decling to anSWeT ........ccceevierieeiiieiiesieesiie e 3%
RefuSed ...eoeeiiiiiii e 1%

11. Do you consider yourself to be politically engaged or politically active?
Y BS ittt 27%
N0t 1%
Refused .....ooovuvieciiieeeceee e 2%

12. Overall, how closely do you follow news about national politics?
Net: Closely 46%

Net: Not closely 52%
Very Closely ...oooieiiiiiieieeeeeee e 11%
Somewhat CloSely ......cccvcveveiiiiieiierieiece e 35%
NOt VEry CloSElY ..ccvevvieiieiierieeieeieeeeee e 31%
Not at all cloSely ......ccccoeevienineeniniiiiriniccreeeee 21%
Refused .....ooueeiieeeeee e 2%

13. All in all, do you think that things in the nation are...?

Generally headed in the right direction...................... 13%
Off on the wrong track.........cocceceevineevcncnccncneennne 59%
Not sure what direction the country

isheaded IN ....cccoveieiiinininiicccccce 26%

REFUSEA ..o 2%
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14. Thinking about national issues for a moment, which issue concerns you most?
Net: Economic Issues 28%
ECONOMY ...eoiiiieiiiiiiiieiiieeecetec e 10%
INFlation......ooeiiiiiiii e 7%
High cost of living/difficult to make ends meet........... 3%
PriCES...viiitiiece e 2%
Jobs/unemployment ...........cccoeeeveeeeieenciieeiie e 1%
IMONEY ISSUCS. .. eveeerierierreerieerreareeseesseesssesssesseesseesseens 1%
Other €cONOMIC MENLIONS .....eevuverevreereieerieerieerreeeeenns 4%
Net: War/Military/Iran 17%
War/mMilitary ........cccveeveeviierienie e 10%
[ran/Iran War ........ccoeceeiienieiie e 6%
Net: Government/Politics/Democracy...........c...... 10%
President Trump/ineffective leadership/

AdMINISTrAtioNn ....c.eeevieiieiieieee e 4%
Government/political COrTuption...........cevverververnnenne. 3%
DeMmOCTIACY ...eeeeieiiieiieiicnecrec e 1%
Other government/politics/democracy mentions ......... 3%
[llegal immigrants/iMmigration ............ccccceceeveereeeeenne. 9%
Foreign policy/affairs........c.cccoeveeveninnencnicncncece, 3%
Civil rights/IIDerties ..........ccoceevueriinieeneenienierieeen 3%
The environment/global warming..............ccecvevveenenns 2%
Health care .........cooeieeiieiiiieineeeeeece e 2%
Abortion/reproductive rights........ccccoceevvenereeneneenene. 2%
HOUSING ....vvieviecie et 1%
Crime/VIOIENCE ....c..evieiiiiiieierieeeieeteeeee e 1%
Other MENtIONS......cccueriieiiieieiieniese e 11%
Don't KNOW/ 110 @NSWET .....oeueeriireieieiieeienieeeeee e 9%
NONEC ..ottt 2%

In general, do you approve or disapprove of the job performance of:

[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON "APPROVE." SERIES WAS RANDOMIZED
DURING DATA COLLECTION.]

Approve Disapprove Refused
15. The Democrats in 26% 68% 79,
Congress
16. Dongld Trump as 25% 70% 50,
president
17. The Republicans in 259 69% 6%
Congress
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18. What is your preference for the outcome of the 2026 Congressional elections, a Congress
controlled by Democrats, or a Congress controlled by Republicans?

Democrats control..........cccceeveerieniiiiiiiiienieseneeee, 40%
Republicans control ...........coceieiniiiiiiniiniinieneee, 24%
DON’t KNOW ..o 34%
RefUSEd ..eveeeieeeeee e 3%
19. If the 2026 election for the U.S. House of Representatives were being held today, would you vote
for:
The Democratic candidate ............ccocevereerenineennene 36%
Republican candidate.............cccceciiiiinininiiinne. 22%
T Will DOt VOt ..t 16%
Don’t KNOW ...eoneiiiiiiicccceete e 23%
Refused .....ooveviiiieeieeee e 3%
20. Do you consider yourself to be a member of the Make America Great Again, or MAGA,
movement?
Y S ettt e 10%
N0 ettt 77%
Idon’t know what it iS .......ccoceevirriiiiiieieeeeee, 10%
Refused .....ooeiiiieeeee e 2%
21. Right now, which of the following best describes how you feel about the 2026 elections for
Congress?
Cynical about the political system as a whole ........... 25%
Paying attention but not strongly engaged................. 14%
Motivated and ready to participate ..........ccceeeveereneenns 12%
Frustrated with the choices available...........c.cccccc....... 9%
Interested but still deciding...........ccoevvvevierciiecieenieeinnns 8%
DON’t KNOW ..ot 28%
RefuSed ...veeeiiiiiee e 2%
22. How much trust do you have that the 2026 elections for Congress will be conducted fairly and
accurately?
Net: Trust 33%
Net: No trust 43%
A great deal of truSt........coceeveveeieninieeeeee e 8%
A fair amount of trust.........cccoeeeviiiiiiiiiiecee e 25%
Not very much trust .......cccccvevevercvieciierienee e 28%
No trust at all.....ccoooeeieieeiiiieeee e 15%
DON’t KNOW ... 21%

Refused ....ooooovviiiiii 2%
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23. In general, do you think the Democratic Party cares:
More about the interests of the elite.............ccoeennee.n. 37%
More about the interests of people like you............... 26%
Don’t KNOW ...coueiiiiiiiiicceeeetc e 34%
Refused .....ooveiiiieeeee e 3%

24, In general, do you think the Republican Party cares:

More about the interests of the elite...........cceeveennnnn. 56%
More about the interests of people like you............... 15%
DON’t KNOW ..o 26%
REfUSE ... 2%

25. Which party do you think is better at getting things done when they are in power?

The Republican party.........ccocceeeeviieiieieenienieneeee. 20%
The DemocratiC party ........ccceeeeveeeeeeercveescieeesreesneens 20%
Both parties are about the same .............cccccvevvverennnen. 18%
Neither Party .....c.ccoceevereerenienieeneeeecee e 24%
Don’t KNOW ...coueiiiiiiiiicceeeetc e 15%
Refused .....ooveiiiieeieeee e 3%

26. Thinking about the 2026 elections for Congress, do you think Donald Trump’s role in the
Republican Party will mostly:

Hurt the party’s chances of winning ...........cc.ccccee..... 34%
Help the party win elections ..........cccceevvevevveerveennnenns 19%
Not make much difference.........c.cccceevieviercinnreennnenn 15%
DOn’t KNOW ..ot 30%
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27. What is the ideal age of a congressional candidate? [Open-ended]

Mean 39
2534 s 20%
3530 e 18%
A0-A4 .o s 22%
A5-49 (.o 16%
50 e 12%
Refused .....oovieieeeeeee e 13%
28. In general, which of the following qualities of a congressional candidate would make you MOST

likely to vote for them? Please select only one response.

A candidate who shares my values ..........cccccccveeenennns 37%
A candidate who is independent

from special INterests ........cccevereerineeneneniencreenne 17%
A candidate who projects strength as a leader ............. 8%
A candidate under the age of 40 ........cccccvevevvecrvecieennnnns 5%
A candidate with political experience...........c.ccecceueene. 5%
A candidate who is a political outsider ....................... 2%
A candidate who shares my

demographic background...........ccccceervieniniencncnnennns 2%
Don’t KNOW ..o 20%
RefuSed ...eoeeiiiiiii e 3%

209. Some leaders say the United States should follow an 'America First' approach to foreign policy.

Others say the U.S. should prioritize cooperation with allies and international organizations.

Which view comes closer to your own?

The U.S. should follow an America First approach
and focus primarily on its own national interests ......23%

The U.S. should prioritize cooperation

with allies and international institutions .................... 16%
The U.S. should try to balance both approaches........ 37%
Don't KNOW ....oovviiiieiieieeiteiece e 20%

Refused ...oooovviiiiiiii 3%
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Do you think the United States’ relationship with each of the following is:

[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON "MOSTLY A BENEFIT TO THE UNITED
STATES." SERIES WAS RANDOMIZED DURING DATA COLLECTION.]

Mostly a Mostly a

benefit to the burden to the Don’t know Refused

United States United States
30. Canada 53% 9% 34% 4%
31. European Union 45% 14% 37% 4%
32. Mexico 40% 20% 36% 4%
33. Ukraine 21% 31% 44% 4%
34. Israel 16% 46% 35% 3%
35. In January, the United States used military force to remove Nicolds Maduro from power in

Venezuela. Based on what you know, do you think that this action was or was not in the best

interest of the American people?

Net: Definitely/probably in the

best interest of the American people...................... 26%
Net: Definitely/probably not in the
best interest of the American people........cccceeuueee. 39%

Definitely in the best interest of

the American people ........coceeverieviineriienenicneneeee 9%
Probably in the best interest..........ccccoeevvercrieerieennnenns 17%
Probably not in the best interest............ccceevverevererennen. 19%
Definitely not in the best interest of

the American people .......ccovvveviieiciiiriiecciee e 20%
DON’t KNOW ..o 32%

REfUSEA ..o 4%
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How serious a threat to America do you consider each to be?

[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON "NET: SERIOUS." SERIES WAS RANDOMIZED
DURING DATA COLLECTION.]

Net: Some- Not

Net: Very Nota | Don’t
. Not . what very Ref.

Serious serious serious serious | serious threat | know
0 %Egﬁt;i?;jsﬁom 67% | 11% | 38% | 30% | 9% | 3% | 17% | 4%
37 i‘;;i’gf;;’;ﬂstmo““ 67% | 12% | 36% | 31% | 10% | 2% | 17% | 4%
= f:r‘:g:“onal st 60% | 20% | 28% | 32% | 15% | 4% | 16% | 4%
39. Russia 59% 17% 28% 32% 13% 4% 19% 4%
40. Iran 55% 22% 27% 29% 14% 7% 19% | 4%
41. China 54% 23% 25% 28% 16% 7% 19% | 4%
42. North Korea 51% 26% 19% 32% 19% 6% | 20% | 4%

43. In recent weeks, the United States has carried out major military operations against Iran, which

many described as war. Based on what you know, do you think these actions are in the best
interest of the American people?

Net: Definitely/probably in the

best interest of the American people............ccuuee. 18%
Net: Definitely/probably not in the
best interest of the American people...................... 55%

Definitely in the best interest of

the American people .......coevvveriirecieeniieeie e 8%
Probably in the best interest...........ceceveveerenereennene 10%
Probably not in the best interest...........coccevuerereennene 19%
Definitely not in the best interest of

the American People .......cccveveereeecveerieerieereereeseneenes 36%
DON’t KNOW .. 24%

Refused ...ooooviiiiiiiii 3%
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Thinking about the current conflict involving the United States and Iran, how serious do you consider

each of the following concerns to be?

[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON "NET: SERIOUS." SERIES WAS RANDOMIZED
DURING DATA COLLECTION.]

Net: Net: Very Some- Not Not at Don’t
. Not . what very all Ref.
Serious . serious . . . know
serious serious | serious | serious
44. The possibility that the
conflict could escalate 72% 8% 50% 22% 6% 2% 16% 4%
into a much larger war
45. The potential impact on
the cost of living in the 71% 9% 51% 21% 7% 2% 15% | 4%
United States
46. The risk of attacks on
U.S. troops, embassies, 71% 9% 49% 22% 6% 2% 16% 4%
or other interests
47. Not knowing which
information about the 68% 10% 41% 27% 8% 2% 18% | 4%
conflict is accurate
48. Military action being
taken without approval 63% 15% 46% 17% 9% 5% 18% | 4%
from Congress
49, The risk of a direct
attack on the United 61% 18% 36% 25% 14% 5% 16% 4%

States homeland




Harvard IOP Youth Survey — Spring 2026

11

50.

S1.

52.

53.

54.

How safe do you feel walking in your community during the day?

Net: Safe 85%
Net: Not safe 11%
VEry Safe...cccviviiiiieiieiceee e 47%
Somewhat Safe ..........cooviiiiiiiiiiiie 38%
NOtt00 SAC ...coiieeieieeeee e 8%
Notatall Safe ........oooovvvviiiiviiieiieeeeeee e 3%
ReEfUSEA ..o 3%

What about at night? How safe do you feel walking in your community at night?

Net: Safe 66%
Net: Not safe 30%
VEry Safe ...cueeiiiiiieiiiieeretee e 24%
Somewhat Safe ..........cooovvviiiiiiii 42%
NOL 0O SALE ...eeeiceveeieeeeeee e 20%
Notat all SAfe .....oovviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeee 10%
ReEfUSE ... 3%

Overall, do you think crime and disorder in the country is getting worse, staying about the same

or improving?

IMPIOVING....eeeiiiieiieiiiieeee e 10%
Staying about the Same .......c..cocevereecieneniecneneennenne. 35%
GEttiNG WOTISC ..c.vvierereeeeieeeiieereeerreesreeeeeeesereeeseeenens 38%
DoN't KNOW ... 14%
Refused ..c..oouveiiiiiiiiee e 3%

Overall, do you think crime and disorder in your community is getting worse, staying about the

same or improving?

IMPTOVING. .ottt 9%
Staying about the same ...........ccceccvevierieriiecieeieeieans 53%
GEttNG WOTSC ..c.vvinvieieierieeienienieente et 20%
Don't KNOW ..o 16%
Refused .....ooveiiieeeee e 3%
How much does concern about your personal safety affect your day-to-day stress or mental
health?

A greatdeal...........coooiiiii 5%
QUItE @ Diteeeieiiiiicciie e 9%
SOIME ..ttt 21%
ATHIE e 28%
Notat all.oooeiee 33%

RETUSEA ..o 4%
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55.

56.

57.

58.

How often do thoughts about your personal safety make it harder for you to focus on work,
school, or daily activities?

AlLthe tIME ..vvvveiiiiiiiec e 3%
(O 141 1 IR 5%
SOMELIMES.....vveeieeirieeeeiieee e e 22%
Rarely....cooiiiiiiiieee 31%
)Y SR 35%
RefUSEd ..ovvviiiiieieeeeee e 4%

Which comes closer to your view about immigration enforcement actions by ICE in the
communities where they operate?

They make those communities safer...........c..ceceeuuee. 18%
They make those communities less safe .................... 44%
They do not have much impact on

safety in those communities............ccccceeviviiiieiennnn. 13%
Don’t KNOW ..ot 21%
RefUSEd ... 4%

If immigration enforcement operations by ICE were regularly conducted in your community, how
do you think it would affect your personal sense of safety?

T would feel safer ........uvvvviiiiiiiiiiiieiceeeeeee e, 13%
I would feel less safe.........coovvvviveiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee, 47%
It would not change my sense of safety ..................... 20%
DONt KNOW v 17%
RefUSEd ... 4%

Hopeful .....oovveieiicecce e 26%
Fearful.....ccoovvveiiiiiiie e 69%
Refused ..cooooviiiiiiiii 5%

Have you participated in any of the following activities in the past 12 months?

[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON "YES." SERIES WAS RANDOMIZED DURING
DATA COLLECTION.]

Yes No Refused

59.

Volunteered for

. . 28% 68% 4%
community service

60.

Participated in a
government, political, or 8% 88% 4%
issue-related organization
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Next, we would now like to ask you some questions about your participation in various activities.

[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON "YES." SERIES WAS RANDOMIZED DURING

DATA COLLECTION.]
Yes No Refused
61. Shared or posted online
advocating for a political 22% 74% 4%
position or opinion
62. Attended a po.htlcal rally 13% 83% 49
or demonstration
63. Donated money to a
political campaign or 9% 87% 4%
cause
64. Volunteered on a political
campaign for a candidate 5% 90% 4%

or an issue

Switching gears, below is a list of individuals, organizations and institutions. How often do you trust each
of them to do the right thing?

[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON "NET: ALL OF THE TIME/MOST OF THE
TIME." SERIES WAS RANDOMIZED DURING DATA COLLECTION.]

Net: All
O.f the All of Most of | Some of
time/ he ti he ti he i Never Refused
most of the time the time the time
the time
65. The United States military | 39% 10% 29% 34% 22% 5%
66. The Supreme Court 28% 4% 24% 43% 24% 6%
p
67. The President 19% 6% 14% 31% 45% 5%
68. The Congress 16% 2% 14% 52% 27% 5%
69. The federal government 15% 2% 12% 50% 30% 5%
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Below is a list of statements about politics and public service. Do you agree or disagree with these
statements?

[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON "NET: AGREE." SERIES WAS RANDOMIZED

DURING DATA COLLECTION.]

Net:
Agree

Net:
Disagree

Strongly
agree

Some-
what
agree

Neither
agree
nor dis-
agree

Some-
what
dis-
agree

Strongly
disagree

Ref.

70.

Elected officials
seem to be
motivated by
selfish reasons.

68%

7%

39%

29%

20%

4%

3%

6%

71.

I feel like the
government does
not represent the
America [ love.

61%

10%

36%

25%

23%

6%

4%

6%

72.

Politics today are
no longer able to
meet the challenges
our country is
facing.

53%

13%

23%

30%

28%

8%

5%

6%

73.

People like me
don’t have any say
about what the
government does.

50%

20%

23%

27%

24%

13%

7%

5%

74.

I feel like I need
more practical
information about
politics before I get
involved.

47%

18%

19%

28%

29%

11%

7%

5%

75.

[ENROLLED IN
A 4-YEAR
COLLEGE/
UNIVERSITY]

I feel comfortable
sharing my political
opinions at my
college without fear|
of censorship or
negative
repercussions.
(n=342)

47%

25%

18%

29%

24%

12%

13%

4%

76.

Running for office
is an honorable
thing to do.

36%

17%

10%

25%

42%

11%

6%

5%
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Neither | Some-
Some-
Net: Net: Strongly agree | what | Strongly
. what . . . Ref.
Agree | Disagree | agree aoree | NOT dis- | dis- | disagree
& agree | agree
77. Political
nvolvement rarely | 354, | 5go, 9% | 21% | 36% | 19% 9% | 6%
has any tangible
results.
78. Politics is not
relevant to my life | 21% 46% 7% 14% 27% 21% 25% 5%
right now.
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Over the last two weeks, how often have you been bothered by the following problems?

[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON "NET: AT LEAST SEVERAL DAYS." SERIES

WAS RANDOMIZED DURING DATA COLLECTION.]

Net: At
least
several
days

Not at all

Several
days

More
than half
the days

Nearly
every
day

Refused

79.

Feeling tired or having
little energy

57%

38%

34%

11%

12%

5%

80.

Trouble falling or staying
asleep, or sleeping too
much

48%

47%

29%

10%

10%

5%

81.

Little interest or pleasure
in doing things

42%

53%

25%

10%

6%

5%

82.

Feeling down, depressed,
or hopeless

40%

55%

25%

8%

7%

5%

83.

Trouble concentrating on
things, such as reading or
watching television

40%

55%

25%

9%

6%

5%

84.

Poor appetite or
overeating

37%

59%

22%

8%

7%

5%

85.

Feeling bad about yourself
- or that you are a failure
or have let yourself or
your family down

36%

59%

21%

9%

6%

6%

86.

Moving or speaking so
slowly that other people
could have noticed. Or the
opposite - being so fidgety
or restless that you have
been moving around a lot
more than usual.

20%

74%

11%

6%

3%

5%

87.

Thoughts that you would
be better off dead, or
thoughts of hurting
yourself in some way

20%

75%

11%

5%

4%

5%
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How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON "NET: AGREE." SERIES WAS RANDOMIZED

DURING DATA COLLECTION.]

Net:
Agree

Net:
Disagree

Strongly
agree

Some-
what
agree

Neither
agree
nor dis-
agree

Some-
what
dis-
agree

Strongly
disagree

Ref.

88.

I am concerned
about the moral
direction of the
country.

67%

8%

41%

26%

22%

4%

3%

4%

89.

Basic health
insurance is a right
for all people, and
if someone has no
means of paying
for it, the
government should
provide it.

58%

15%

39%

20%

22%

8%

7%

4%

90.

Basic necessities,
such as food and
shelter, are a right
that government
should provide to
those unable to
afford them.

57%

16%

33%

23%

24%

9%

7%

3%

91.

The government
should spend more
to reduce poverty.

55%

17%

30%

25%

24%

9%

7%

4%

92.

Government
should do more to
curb climate
change, even at the
expense of
economic growth.

47%

20%

25%

22%

30%

9%

11%

4%

93.

Cutting taxes is an
effective way to
increase economic
growth.

39%

17%

17%

22%

39%

9%

8%

4%
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Net:
Agree

Net:
Disagree

Strongly
agree

Some-
what
agree

Neither
agree
nor dis-
agree

Some-
what
dis-
agree

Strongly
disagree

Ref.

94.

If parents had more
freedom to choose
where they could
send their children
to school, the
education system
in this country
would be better.

38%

23%

17%

21%

36%

14%

9%

3%

95.

Our country’s goal
in trade policy
should be to
eliminate all
barriers to trade
and employment so
that we have a truly
global economy

35%

15%

13%

23%

46%

9%

6%

4%

96.

Recent
immigration into
this country has
done more good
than harm.

34%

31%

17%

17%

31%

14%

17%

4%

97.

The US should
stop the
development of
nuclear weapons in
Iran, even if it
requires unilateral
military action.

32%

25%

14%

17%

40%

14%

11%

4%

98.

Same sex
relationships are
morally wrong.

27%

45%

16%

10%

25%

8%

37%

3%

99.

Government
spending is an
effective way to
increase economic
growth.

26%

26%

8%

18%

44%

15%

11%

4%
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Net:
Agree

Net:
Disagree

Strongly
agree

Some-
what
agree

Neither
agree
nor dis-
agree

Some-
what
dis-
agree

Strongly
disagree

Ref.

100.

In today’s world, it
is sometimes
necessary to attack
potentially hostile
countries or
groups, rather than
waiting until we
are attacked to
respond.

26%

34%

8%

18%

37%

17%

17%

4%

101.

Qualified
minorities should
be given special
preferences in
hiring and
education.

24%

36%

8%

15%

37%

15%

20%

4%

102.

Religious values
should play a more
important role in
government.

24%

45%

11%

13%

28%

12%

34%

4%

103.

[SPLIT SAMPLE
A] The US should
work to spread
freedom and
democracy even if
it involves
significant
taxpayer dollars.
(n=1,006)

23%

34%

8%

15%

39%

20%

15%

4%

104.

[SPLIT SAMPLE
B] The US should
work to spread
freedom and
democracy even if
it involves
significant US
casualties.
(n=1,012)

14%

45%

6%

8%

36%

20%

25%

4%
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105.

106.

[SPLIT SAMPLE A] When you hear President Trump say something is a national emergency,

what does that usually mean to you? (n=1,015)

An urgent crisis requiring immediate action.............. 12%
A serious issue, but not necessarily an emergency ....18%
Mostly political exaggeration ...........cccceeeeeveereeeeennene 39%
Notanissue at all..........ccoeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieieecee e, 7%
Don’t KNOW ..o 21%
Refused .....ooveiiiieieee e 3%

[SPLIT SAMPLE B] When you hear a national leader say something is a national emergency,

what does that usually mean to you? (n=1,003)

An urgent crisis requiring immediate action.............. 28%
A serious issue, but not necessarily an emergency ....23%
Mostly political exaggeration ...........cccceeeeeveerueeeennene 23%
Notanissue at all..........ccoeeeeiiiiiiiiiiicieccee e, 2%
Don’t KNOW ...coueiiiiiiiiiicceeec e 21%
Refused .....ooveiiieieeee e 3%

Thinking about the following issues, which comes closest to your own view?

[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON "AN URGENT CRISIS REQUIRING
IMMEDIATE ACTION." SERIES WAS RANDOMIZED DURING DATA COLLECTION.]

An ureent A serious
c;lis%s issue, but Mostl Not an
.. not Sy 0 Don’t
requiring . political issue Ref.
. ; necessarily . know
immediate an exaggeration | at all
action emergency
107.  Rising prices and inflation 46% 33% 5% 1% 11% | 5%
108.  The rising cost of housing 40% 38% 4% 2% 11% | 5%
109.  Access to affordable 38% 33% 89, 39 12% | 5%
health care
110. U.S.. military action 36% 21% 16% 49, 18% 50,
against Iran
111. Lgng-term changes in the 35% 28% 1% 79, 14% | 5%
climate
112. Deaths and overdoses 31% 379, 99, 30 15% 50,
linked to fentanyl
113.  Crime an.d' disorder in 25% 37% 17% 39 13% | 5%
communities
114.  Illegal immigration at the o o o o o o
US-Mexico border 20% 25% 27% 9% 14% | 5%
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How much do each of the following put you at personal risk?

[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON "A LOT." SERIES WAS RANDOMIZED DURING
DATA COLLECTION.]

A lot Some Alittle | Not at all Don't Refused
know
115. Rising prices and inflation 50% 24% 10% 4% 9% 4%,
116.  The rising cost of housing 41% 24% 14% 7% 10% 5%
H7. ﬁeceflfﬁscz : ffordable 29% 23% 18% 14% 11% 5%
118. i,lci)rlrllga;erm changes in the 26% 249 17% 16% 139 s
Ho: Eg';'nﬁlit:;y action 16% 21% 21% 18% 19% 5%
120. Sg;nrﬁf;igslsorder mn 16% 249% 27% 17% 11% 5%
121 {}lg?ﬁe‘;?f;lﬁg‘;ggf atthe | 50, 14% 18% 40% 14% 4%
122. Efﬁg;stznfi;‘;ﬁoses 8% 10% 16% 48% 14% 4%
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When a president declares an extreme national emergency, how acceptable or unacceptable would each of
the following actions be?

[DISPLAYED IN RANK ORDER BASED ON "NET: ACCEPTABLE." SERIES WAS
RANDOMIZED DURING DATA COLLECTION.]

Net: Some- Some-
Net: Un- Completely | what what | Completely Don’t
Accept- un- un- Ref.
accept- | acceptable | accept- know
able accept- | acceptable
able able
able
123.  Overriding
decisions
made by state | 22% 51% 6% 17% 22% 28% 22% | 5%
or local
authorities
124.  Taking action
without
approval 22% 53% 4% 17% 17% 36% 20% | 5%
from
Congress
125. Revoking a
person’s 18% | 56% 8% 10% | 15% 41% 21% | 5%
citizenship or
legal status
126.  Ignoring or
defying court | 13% 62% 4% 10% 18% 44% 20% | 5%
orders

127.  Which of these is your main source of news in the last month?

Social media, Podcasts, or YouTube ...........cccuue.... 34%
A Digital or onling news .........ccccoeceeeeerereeneneeeeene 12%
BC, CBS, or NBC NeWS.......cooovvviiiiiiiiiiiiii 6%
FOX NEWS ..ottt 4%
Your local TV news or NnewWSpaper.........cccveereveereveennne. 4%
New York Times, Washington Post,

USA Today, or Wall Street Journal ..........c..ccceeeenenne. 4%
CNN or MSNBC .....oviiiiiie e 3%
Public television or radio .........c.ccevveeveveeecreeeeieeerenne 2%
Telemundo or UNiviSion ..........c.cceeveevveeecieeeeveeereeenne, 1%
Conservative media (Talk radio,

Breitbart, Newsmax, OAN, €1C.)......cccverevercrrrcreerreereens 1%
OthET .o e 4%
None of these .....c..vevieeiiiiiieecceee e, 19%

Refused ....oooooviiiiiii 4%
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128.

129.

130.

131.

How would you describe your household’s financial situation?

Struggling to make ends meet.............cccoeeiiiiiinnn. 10%
Getting by, but with limited financial security .......... 35%
Comfortable and financially stable .............cccu....e. 36%
Doing well with a high level of financial security....... 9%
Very well off financially ... 7%
Refused .....cocveiinieiiieiiieee e 4%

In general, when I am my parent’s age, I believe that I will be...

Better off financially than they are now..................... 28%
About the same as they are now .........c.ccecceeeveeeennene 26%
Worse off financially than they are now.................... 25%
INOE SUTE ...ttt 17%
Refused .....ooveviiiieeieeee e 3%

[ENROLLED IN A 4-YEAR COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY] Based on the current state of the

economy, how easy or difficult do you think it will be for
permanent job upon graduation? (n=342)

Net: Easy 25%
Net: Difficult 70%
VEIY CASY neveeiieieiiieiiee ettt ettt ettt e siree e 3%
SomMeEWhat €aSY ......cceeveerieriieiieieereerre e 22%
Somewhat difficult...........ccoceeiiiiiiiiiee, 48%
Very difficult. ... 22%
Refused .....ooueeiieeeeee e 5%

Now we will ask you some general questions. Which one
preference?

CathOliC.....cocviieiieciie e 17%
Fundamentalist/Evangelical Christian ....................... 15%
Protestant ..........ccoceevieniiniiiiiiie e 9%
LDS/MOIMON.....cviiiieiieiiieeiiiecreeeiee e e eree e 2%
IMUSTIM - 2%
JEWISH. .o 1%
Another TeliZioN ......cccvvvciieiiieiieriecieee e 7%
No religious preference.........coceeveveeeeneneenieneneennen. 28%
NOE SUIC....c.ueiiiieieerieeriieete ettt 5%
Decling to anSWerT.......cccvevvereerienierieneeieneeeeeesieeee e 9%

Refused ...oooovviiiiiiii 3%

students in your class to find a

of these best describes your religious
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[IF CATHOLIC, FUNDAMENTALIST/EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN, JEWISH, LDS/
MORMON, MUSLIM, PROTESTANT, ANOTHER RELIGION, OR NOT SURE, ASK Q132]

132. How important is religion in your own life? (n=1,155)

Very important.........c.cecverveereereencreesneesseesseeseesnenenes 43%
Somewhat important ...........c.ccecevereerinenneneneeee 32%
Not Very important...........ceeeeeveeeereeercreencieeerveesveeenens 19%
NOE SUC.....evieiieieinieeriteete ettt 5%
Refused .....oocvieiieiieee e <1%

[IF CATHOLIC, FUNDAMENTALIST/EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN, LDS/MORMON,
PROTESTANT, ANOTHER RELIGION, OR NOT SURE, ASK Q133]

133. Do you consider yourself a born-again Christian? (n=1,088)

Y S e 31%
N O 51%
NOE SUL ...t 16%
DeCliNE 0 ANSWET......evvvvviiiiiieiiieeeeeee e e 3%
RefUSEd ... 1%

134.  Which of the following best describes your current romantic status?

In a serious relationship ........ccccceeeeveeciierieeneeriesneeee, 37%
Single and not searching for a relationship................ 25%
Single and searching for a serious relationship............ 9%
Single and searching for either

serious or casual relationships .........cccceceevverierveennennn, 7%
In a casual relationship..........ccceeveeiienienienciiecieeeeiens 5%
Single and searching for a casual relationship ............. 3%
None of the abOVE .....c.ovvveieiiiieiieeeeee e 11%
Refused ..c..oouveiiiieieieee e 3%

135. Which of the following do you consider yourself to be?

Heterosexual or straight..........ccccoovevvinineenincnecnnne 73%
BiseXual ....cooiiiiiiiiii e 6%
Other Queer identity (e.g. pansexual, asexual etc.) .....5%
GAY ottt e 2%
Lesbian......coiiiiiiiiiiiieieee e 2%
T Ao t KNOW ... 2%
None of the abOVe .......ovevieviiiiiiieeeeeee 2%
Prefer not 0 SAY ...ocevveeienirieninieeceee e 4%
Refused .....ooueeiieeeeee e 3%

136. Do you consider yourself to be transgender or non-binary?

Y S ettt 3%
N Ottt 89%
Prefer not t0 SAY ....cccvveeiiiieieeeiie et 5%

Refused ..o 3%
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[IF TRANSGENDER OR NON-BINARY, ASK Q137]

137.  Areyou: (n=71)

Transgender, male to female............cccvevvevcriereenieennnnns 9%
Transgender, female to male.........c...cceeveevervenennnen. 17%
Gender NON-bINATY ........coceeviererieriinieieneeienie e 66%
No, not transgender or non-binary ...........cceecveeeevveenneen. 2%
Prefer N0t t0 SAY ..cvveevieriecie et 5%
ReEfUSEd ... -

[IF ENROLLED IN A 4-YEAR COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY, ASK Q138 & Q139]

138.  Is your college/university...? (n=342)

PUBLIC oo 71%
Private ...ooooooiiiiiii 27%
Refused .....oooooiiiiiii 3%

139.  Is the college/university that you currently attend...? (n=342)

In an urban or City area .........ccceceeveveeerierieereereesneenn. 47%
In a suburban area next to a City ....c..ccoceveeveenereennene 27%
In a small town or rural area ..........ccocceeveeieeneenennnee. 22%
Refused .....ooveieiieeeeee e 3%
140.  Which of the following best describes the area in which you live (if in college, when not in

school)?

SUBUIDAN ... 42%
UTban .ot 23%
Small tOWN ..o.eeiiiiieiee e 16%
RUTal ..o 15%
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[IF ENROLLED IN A 4-YEAR COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY, ASK Q141 — Q144]
141.  Which college/university do you attend?
[LIST AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST]

142. How many undergraduate students are enrolled in your college/university? Your best estimate is
fine. (n=342)

Lessthan 1,000 .......cc.coooooiiiiiiiiieeeeieeeeeeeee e 3%
1,000 = 4,999 ... 20%
5,000 = 9,999 ..o 19%
10,000 — 19,999 ....oeveeiieee e 19%
20,000 OF TNOTE.....ceevrurrieeeeiieeeeeiieeeeeireeeeeireeeeeiaeee e 33%
Refused ......ooeieiiiiee e 5%

143.  Where do you live while attending college? (n=342)

At home, with my parents.........cccocceeevverreereerverneenn. 31%
In an on-campus dOTMitOTY .......cccoeeverereerienieriennene 30%
In an apartment/house that is not

campus-owned (not with parents) ...........ccccceeeeeennene. 23%
In a campus-owned apartment ...........cccceceeveenereennene 10%
Somewhere €lISe .........ccooeereeriiniiiiieeeeee, 3%
In fraternity/sorority housing ...........cccccvevevvverveennnnn. <1%
RefUSEd ..eveeeieeeeee e 3%

144. Areyoua...? (n=342)

Full-time student ... 88%
Part-time student...........ccooovviiiiiii 8%
RETUSEA ..o 4%

145.  Which of the following best describes your current employment status? (n=1,003)

Student ........cooeiiiiiiii 19%
Employed full time ..........cccccociiiiiiniiiii, 36%
Employed part time.........cccceveerieriiinieniienieneeeeee, 18%
Self employed ........coeeeveriieriirieiieeie e 5%
Not employed / Homemaker-..........ccceoenerieneneencnne. 3%
Not employed........ccueeviieiciieiieeie e 15%
RefUSE ... 4%

[IF EMPLOYED FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME, ASK Q146]

146.  Are you currently employed in the gig economy -- where people earn income providing on-
demand work, services or goods? (n=560)
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147. Gender

148.  Race/Ethnicity

White, Non-Hispanic ..........cceeveveeeeirencieescieeesieeeneenns 51%
HiSpanic .......cooevieieriiieesee e 25%
Black, Non-Hispanic.........c.cceceverenieneneenieneneennenn 13%
Other, Non-Hispanic.........ccecevveeeiiineeneenienieniee 8%
2+ Races, Non-Hispanic ...........ccceevevvervenvencreenieeninns 3%

149.  Please choose one or more race(s) that you consider yourself to be:

WIEE ..ot 71%
Black or African American..........cccccoeevvevvvveeeeeeenennns 15%
ASIAN .o 8%
American Indian or Alaska Native ........cccccccoeeverennnne. 2%
Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander................ <1%
Some Other race ........oooevvviviieieiiiieeeeeee e 5%

150.  Education Status

No high school diploma or GED ...........ccccccvrvrrnnnnne. 11%
High school graduate (high school diploma

or the equivalent GED) .........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee 32%
Some college or Associate's degree ...........cccveevevennnee. 32%
Bachelor's degree .........cvevvevierieeieecieee e 19%
Master’s degree or higher .........ccocvevieviencieecieeeeenn, 6%

151.  Marital Status

Never Married ........oooovvveiiiieiiiiiieeeeeeee e 85%
NOW MAITIEA ... 13%
DiIvVOrCed....oveeieviieieeieieeeeeee e 1%
Separated.........ccevereeriiniiiin e 1%
WIAOWE ... <1%

152. Own or Rent

Owned or being bought by you or

someone in your household ............ccooevvveiiniininnnnn. 62%
Rented for cash ........ccoooeiiiininiiii, 35%
Occupied without payment of cash rent....................... 3%

153.  Region 4 (Based on state of residence)

NOITREAST ... 16%
MIAWESE oo 20%
SOULN e 39%
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154. Region 9 (Based on state of residence)

New England........ccccoooniiiiiininiiiiccncece 4%
Mid-AtlantiC........coovvvrieriiiieiieeeieeeeee e 12%
East-North Central .............ooovviveiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee 15%
West-North Central..........c...cooovvvviiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee 6%
South AtlAntic ......vvvvveiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 17%
East-South Central .............ccooovviieiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeees 6%
West-South Central..........cccccoovvviiiiviiiiiiiieeceeeeeees 16%
MOUNEAII .t e e e e e e e eeanns 8%
PaCIfIC oo 16%

155. MSA Status

Methodology

This poll of 2,018 18-to-29-year-olds was organized with undergraduate students from the Harvard Public
Opinion Project (HPOP) and supervised by John Della Volpe, Director of Polling. Data were collected by
Ipsos Public Affairs using the KnowledgePanel. KnowledgePanel provides probability-based samples
with an "organic" representation of the study population for measurement of public opinions, attitudes,
and behaviors. Interviews were conducted in English and Spanish between March 26 and April 3, 2026.
Design weights for all KnowledgePanel (KP) assignees were computed to reflect their selection
probabilities. The design weights KP respondents were raked to align with the following geodemographic
distributions of the aged 18 to 29 population. The needed benchmarks were obtained from the 2025
March Supplement of the Current Population Survey (CPS) and language proficiency benchmark was
obtained from the 2024 American Community Survey (ACS). Additionally, party affiliation and 2024
presidential vote choice benchmarks were obtained from the 2025 Pew’s National Public Opinion
Reference Survey (NPORS). The margin of error for the total sample is +2.74%.
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